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R. TETTENHORST 
P. O. Box 14020 
Saint Louis, Missouri 63178 


^ O 


December 3, 1998 


Mr. Del Bland 
1928 N. Evergreen 
Mill Creek, WA 98012 


Dear Del: 

Enclosed is information that I have about the Showers' collection. 
I don't at all mind doing some work to provide you with this 
information, particularly since Marsha does most of the work anyway! 

This is the original listing given to me by Joe Flynn when I purchased 
much of the Showers' collection in April of 1976. It was written 
by Jon Hanson who received a fee from Flynn for doing so. The 
obliterated marks as to some of the condition census information were 
done by Jon before I received the material from Flynn. There is a 
good deal of information about pedigrees, weights, and condition census 
which I thought might be also useful Co you. 

The coins that I acquired are marked with an . Those that I 
subsequently disposed of I have marked with the ^ . There is also 
a letter in red which indicates who received the coins. Most of these 
were trades. The code for these letters is as follows: 


Disposals (Mostly Trades) 


A 

To Joe Flynn 

4/77 

B 

To Bill Weber 

(Julian Leidman also involved) 

11/80 

C 

To Rarcoa, thru Julian Leidman 
(May subsequently auctioned) 

11/80 

D 

To Jim McGuigan 

1/81 

E 

To Bill Weber 

5/81 

F 

To Jim McGuigan 
(Also Julian Leidman, perhaps; 
check Turkus Sale) 

6/81 

G 

To Bill Weber 

3/84 

H 

To Jim McGuigan 

10/87 

I 

To Jon Lusk (do not publish 
without his approval) 

11/97 

J 

To Bill Weber 

12/97 

K 

Unrecorded disposals 

unknown 


I am sorry for the existence of the letter "K" which represents 
unrecorded disposals. There were a few times when I was not as careful 
about keeping track of who received coins as I should have been. 



Mr. Del BlAnd 
Page 2 of 2 
December 3, 1998 


Many of my Cransactions were wich Bill Weber or Jim McGuigan, and 
they may have some information as to whether they received any of 
the "K" coins. Also, I sold a few proof half cents to Ted Nafczger 
at an EAC convention in Cincinnati. I think this was in the 1980s, 
and I am not at ail sure chat any of the Showers' coins were included. 

Again, I am happy to be of any help to you that I can, Del. You do 
a great deal of work to organize information on Che early coppers. 
I know that you do not universally receive Che high praise for your 
work which you have earned. 


Sincerely, 



R. Tettenhorse 


mb 


Enclosure 


11/9/98 


MR. BLAND 

Mr. Tettenhorst is out of town 
until the end of the month. 1 
will be sure to bring this to 
his attention upon his return. 


MARSHA 
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1821 



Large Cent. N-1. Close Date, second “1” low. Lovely CHOICE PROOF example 
of this scarce date. Deep rich mahogany color with its glossy surfaces bathed in 
iridescent blue and red colors. The nicest example of an early Proof that we have 
ever handled. Conforms completely to the Newcomb criteria for Proofs. EX¬ 
TREMELY RARE. Ex: Dr. Hall, New Netherlands, Helfenstein. 
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R. TETTEN HORST 
P. O. Box 14020 
Saint Louis, Missouri 63178 

October 19, 1988 


Mr. Del Bland 
1928 N. Evergreen 
Mill Creek, WA 98012 


Dear Del: 

It was nice hearing from you. Thanks very much for sending me 
the token error. I am interested in it. I haven't seen one before, 
but then again, I haven't looked either. 

I am still trying to puzzle out what the sequence of events during 
striking was that caused such a light strike on both sides outside 
of the arc that cuts across the coin. 

You put quite a burden on me when you asked me to send you what 
it's worth. Errors are particularly difficult to price, but I 
suspect that different sellers and different buyers would place 
quite a range of values on this. Without the error it would probably 
be something a shade under $100. Would $250 be an acceptable price 
to you? If not, please let me know what you think is appropriate. 

It's good to hear that you have been busy on numismatic matters. 

It's good for the field of numismatics, even if it's wearing on 
you. 

Regards, 


enclosure 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6^50 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


April 17, 1990 


Mr. Del Bland 
1928 N. Evergreen 
Mill Creek, WA 98012 

Dear Del; 

I was able to acquire a large U.S. one cent of the coronet type with 
a brockage on both sides. The date is illegible but the other charac¬ 
teristics are reasonably identifiable. Are you interested in trying 
to determine the die variety and therefore the date of this piece? 

The question is whether it was made artificially outside the mint or 
whether it was made at the mint. I am enclosing a copy of my memorandum 
as to how I think it could have happened at the mint. The piece is 
reasonably worn from circulation and normally toned. I would appreciate 
your opinion if you want to tackle it. Otherwise, shall I send it to 
Jules Reiver or someone else? 


Eric P. Newman 



EPN:bv 


BROCKAGE ON BOTH SIDES OF A WORN D.S. LARGE CENT 
WITH PROPER ALIGNMENT AND NATURAL TONING 


First it should be determined what the date of the coin is so as to know 
if it was made with a hard collar die or not. 

If it was struck during a soft collar period, the following theory is to 
be considered; 

Two planchets by chance stick together or are picked up together and in the 
haste of feeding planchets into the coining press are not removed in time 
before striking. This would result in a uniface obverse on one planchet 
and a uniface reverse on the other. These do occur. These uniface pieces 
should be discarded by the coiner or inspector unless they can be restored 
for use. 

The coiner could fit one uniface into the bottom die and have it restruck, 
but this might spread the planchet too widely because it has spread somewhat 
during the first strike. 

The other uniface piece would have to be pasted or struck onto the top die 
for restriking but this is impractical. If the flat side of that piece were 
instead laid on the bottom die, the top die would probably not come down 
in register (spoiling the struck top side) or if carefully aligned, would 
jar the struck side out of position when the top die hit the coin against 
the bottom die. The problem of spread exists in this situation also. 

However, if the coiner turns both struck faces inward and puts a blank planchet 
between them, he has a sandwich of three pieces. He can turn the sandwich 
over 180 degrees and put it back in the press. When struck, it will put 
an obverse on the other side of the reverse uniface and a reverse on the 
other side of the obverse uniface. The in-between planchet will get a double 
brockage. There is no register problem. The strike pressure on a stack 

of three would not spread the diameter nearly as much as it would spread 
one piece. The previously struck uniface faces would not be severely damaged 
as they sink into soft copper and do not touch any iron dies. The in-between 
brockage could be fed back into the press alone but it can easily slip by 

unnoticed because it has a design on both sides. All three planchets are 
salvaged by this method and none are discarded for remelt. 

My reason for not applying this theory to a hard collar situation is that 

neither of the two uniface pieces would go back into the hard collar by hand 

placement, one having been forced out by the lower die and the other having 
been unrestrained by any collar and thus too wide. 

Maybe someone has a better theory, assuming this wasn't devilment a long 
time ago. 


Eric P. Newman 



EAC - ORLANDO — EPN agreed that BE should take coin and show to Del 
Bland, Dennis Loring, John Wright, Walter Breen, etc., and let them decide 
who is going to attribute it and who is going to evaluate the process 
by which it was made. mb 4/26/90 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


August 10, 1990 


Mr. Del Bland 
1928 N. Evergreen 
Mill Creek, WA 98012 

Dear Del: 

In connection with our telephone conversation, I suggest that you use 
the following language as an explanatory footnote to your ownership 
listings as to specific coins: 

"To the extent information is available, successive ownership 
or possession is shown in chronological order as to each de¬ 
signated coin in the listing." 

This will leave it open as to which is ownership and which is possession. 
You do not have to take a position as to these matters but you are honest 
in disclosing that there is a difference between ownership and possession 

I hope this is helpful. Change it to suit your needs. 



Eric P. Newman 


EPN:bv 




R. TETTENHORST 
P. O. Box 14020 
Saint Louis, Missouri 63178 


September 26, 1995 


Mr. Del Bland 
1928 N. Evergreen 
Mill Creek, WA 98012 


Dear Del: 

Thanks very much for your recent note. I do not have anything additional on 
the Jackman coin, except that I purchased it in 1984 from Bill Bareford (via 
Jules Reiver) and matched the coin to the photo in the Jackman catalogue some 
years later, because of the fine hairline through the date. I appreciate your 
additional information. 

I do not know about Jim McGuigan's pedigree. You can ask him directly or I 
will make a note to do so at next year's EAC meeting, if I don't talk to him 
before then. 


Sincerely. 


k. xettennorst 
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MR. BLAND 

Mr. Tettenhorst is out of town 
until the end of the month. I 
will be sure to bring this to 
his attention upon his return. 


MARSHA 


ROM THE DESK OF MARSHA BIRK 
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R. TETTENHORST 
P. O. Box 14020 
Saint Louis, Missouri 63178 


December 3, 1998 


Mr. Del Bland 
1928 N. Evergreen 
Mill Creek, WA 98012 


Dear Del: 

Enclosed is information that I have about the Showers' collection. 
I don't at all mind doing some work to provide you with this 
information, particularly since Marsha does most of the work anyway! 

This is the original listing given to me by Joe Flynn when I purchased 
much of the Showers' collection in April of 1976. It was written 
by Jon Hanson who received a fee from Flynn for doing so. The 
obliterated marks as to some of the condition census information were 
done by Jon before I received the material from Flynn. There is a 
good deal of information about pedigrees, weights, and condition census 
which I thought might be also useful to you. 

The coins that I acquired are marked with an . Those that I 
subsequently disposed of I have marked with the . There is also 
a letter in red which indicates who received the coins. Most of these 
were trades. The code for these letters is as follows: 


Disposals (Mostly Trades) 


A 

To Joe Flynn 

4/77 

B 

To Bill Weber 

(Julian Leidman also involved) 

11/80 

C 

To Rarcoa, thru Julian Leidman 
(May subsequently auctioned) 

11/80 

D 

To Jim McGuigan 

1/81 

E 

To Bill Weber 

5/81 

F 

To Jim McGuigan 
(Also Julian Leidman, perhaps; 
check Turkus Sale) 

6/81 

G 

To Bill Weber 

3/84 

H 

To Jim McGuigan 

10/87 

I 

To Jon Lusk (do not publish 
without his approval) 

11/97 

J 

To Bill Weber 

12/97 

K 

Unrecorded disposals 

unknown 


I am sorry for the existence of the letter "K" which represents 
unrecorded disposals. There were a few times when I was not as careful 
about keeping track of who received coins as I should have been. 
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Many of ray transactions were with Bill Weber or Jim McGuigan, and 
they may have some information as to whether they received any of 
the "K" coins. Also, I sold a few proof half cents to Ted Naftzger 
at an EAC convention in Cincinnati. I think this was in the 1980s, 
and I am not at all sure that any of the Showers' coins were included. 

Again, I am happy to be of any help to you that I can, Del. You do 
a great deal of work to organize information on the early coppers. 
I know that you do not universally receive the high praise for your 
work which you have earned. 


Sincerely, 



R. Tettenhorst 
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R. TETTENHORST 
P. O. Box 14020 
Saint Louis, Missouri 63178 


July 1, 1999 

Mr. Del Bland 
1928 N. Evergreen 
Mill Creek, WA 98012 

Dear Del: 

Thanks very much for the pedigree information. Knowing more about 
the history of these important coins really adds to ones enjoyment, 
as well as to general numismatic information. 

Si 



R. Tettenhorst 
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R. TETTENHORST 


220 NORTH FOURTH STREET 
SUITE A 

ST. LOUIS, MO 63102 


January 19, 2006 


Mr. Del Bland 
1928 148th St., SE 
Mill Creek, WA 98012 


Dear Del: 

Thank you for your nice Christmas note. We are all well and 

hope the same is true for you. I appreciate the additional pedigree 

information. As always, I will be glad to give you any additional 

information that you require at any time. For example, did I 

send you a copy of the Burdett G. Johnson list of half cents 

that he sold on behalf of Armin W. Brand? There were 514 lots. 

This list apparently represents only about half of the half cents 
that Virgil Brand owned, since after his death his collection 
was divided between Armin and Horace. 


Sincerely, 



R. Tettenhorst 
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R. TETTENHORST 

220 NORTH FOURTH STREET 
SUITE A 

ST. LOUIS, MO 63102 

March 25, 2010 


Mr. Del Bland 
28317 71st Dr. NW 
Stanwood, WA 98292 


Dear Del: 

I am really sorry that your eyes are giving you so much trouble. 
I have a puckered retina in my left eye also, and I know what 
a serious handicap poor vision can be. Your letter was very clearly 
written. I had no problem reading it. However, we will miss 
you at EAC. I believe next year's EAC meeting is scheduled to 

be in Portland, so that might give you an opportunity to see all 
your friends. 

With respect to the 1811 proof (or proof-like if you prefer) you 
are correct that it did not come from the Colonel Green collection. 
I spent several hours over at Eric's house on Saturday going through 
his meticulous records, and I can place the provenance of this 
coin back a bit more than one hundred years. Unfortunately, it 

does not correlate with your description of Chapman to Newcomb 
to Mehl. I don't know how to reconcile the two pedigrees, but 
have some solid information to offer you. 

The coin came from the Dr. Thomas Hall collection, probably acquired 
in the 1890s. Dr, Hall died in May of 1909. Virgil Brand purchased 
the Hall collection intact. The Virgil Brand collection was divided 
50/50 upon his death between his brother, Horace, and his son, 
Armin Brand. A single exception to this division was for the 

Connecticut coppers, which went to the Connecticut State Library. 
Burdette Johnson acquired the Armin Brand portion and sold the 

1811 coin to Eric Newman. 

To substantiate this provenance, I mention the following: 

A) Eric has the original 408 page hand-written inventory book 
of Dr. Hall, which shows this coin clearly having been in 
his possession. 

B) Enclosed is a letter to Armin Brand dated February 7, 1941, 

listing the consignment of half cents to B.G. Johnson by Armin 
Brand. This consignment lists each coin as either a 'W, ' 

coming from the Wurtzbach collection, or an 'H, ' coming from 
the Hall collection. The 1811 has the 'H,' indicating it 
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was from the Hall collection and the price of $150. There 
is a checkmark on Eric's copy of this consignment list, 

indicating that he bought the 1811. 

C) Eric still has Burdette Johnson's envelope for this coin, 

which shows the price of $150. 

Incidentally, Eric recalls that when he was a young man, B.G. 
Johnson took him into the vault so that he could browse through 
the enormous consignment from Armin Brand. 

It seems clear that we have a well documented provenance as to 

where this coin has been for over one hundred years. I leave 
it to you to see if this can be reconciled with your prior 

information. 

My hunch is that we may be discussing two different but similar 
coins. Eric also found the uncirculated 1811 in his copy of the 
Parmelee catalog, at which time the Hall-Brand specimen was clearly 
elsewhere. 

I am not sure to what extent this has been helpful or created 
a further problem for you, but in any case, I know you would want 
the facts. 

We are all well here, and wish you the best also. 


Sincerely, 



R. Tettenhorst 
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R. TETTENHORST 


220 NORTH FOURTH STREET 
SUITE A 


ST. LOUIS, MO 63102 


March 30, 2010 


Mr. Del Bland 


Dear Del: 

Pedigree information keeps showing up. Last week it was the 1811. 
This weekend I was going through some old files and found the 
attached information on my 1793 Cohen 3. Photos of the obverse 
and reverse were attached. Apparently Hank Rodgers acquired the 
coin from Doug Weaver. This is the color plate coin for 1793 
in Breen's book. 

Do you have any information about where Doug Weaver might have 
obtained this coin? 


Sincerely, 
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DEL 


Please see Eric's response to the 
request i made on your Behalf. 

I suggest you contact Eric 
-directly with an answer to his memo. 






ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


64S0 CeciCjlvenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


October 28, 2011 


R. Tettenhorst 

220 N. Fourth Street, Suite A 
St. Louis, MO 63102 

Dear Half Cent: 

I have spent a long time searching our files for the U.S. one cent lists sent by Armin Brand 
to B. G. Johnson after your request on behalf of Del Bland. He wished only those dated 
February 7, 1941. I have found none of that date, but I did find a large group of one cent 
matters dated February 6, 1941. lam listing herein those dated February 6, 1941. 

Wurtzbach Collection U.S. Cents (1794-1856) 2 14 legal size pages. 

U.S. Cent originals (1793-1841). One legal size page. 

Hall Collection of U.S. One Cent (1793-1857) on 15 total legal size pages 
numbered 1-J^, 1-B, 1-C, and 2 through 13. 

Please let me know if he needs any of these. 


Sincerely, 



Eric P. Newman 


